Mr. W. C. "Dub" Shoemaker
November 19, 1931 - October 27, 2019

W. C. “Dub” Shoemaker
Kosciusko
W.C. “Dub” Shoemaker-journalist, businessman, philanthropist, friend-died Sunday,
October 27, 2019, at the Arbor in Ridgeland, MS. A native of Simpson County, Shoemaker
was born on November 19, 1931, to the late Ezra and Saleta Shoemaker. He was the
eldest of the five children, all of whom preceded him in death: Virginia McNeese; Jean
Shoemaker; Hollis Shoemaker; and Carolyn Wightman.
Dub was married to Nell Slade Shoemaker from Sumrall, who died January 5, 2007. Nell
was a nurse and started the nurse education program for Holmes Community College. In
October 2017, HCC dedicated its nursing school facilities at the Attala Center in
Kosciusko, naming it the Shoemaker Nursing Wing.
Sisters-in-law Sylvia (Sam) Shoemaker, Lina Fortenberry, Peggy Barclay (Johnny), and
Dorothy Regan survive him, along with a number of nephews and nieces and other family.
In the fall of 1949, Shoemaker became a staff member of the Jackson Daily News, where
he worked for the next 16 years except for a two-year break for Army service during the
Korean War. He began as an office boy and quickly rose to the position of reporter. For ten
years beginning in the mid-fifties, he covered many of the Civil Rights issues in the South.
One of the notable stories he covered was the Emmett Till murder and the trial of the
accused murderers in the MS Delta in 1955. In 1963 he visited with Medger Evers about
9:30 p.m. following a rally Evers’ group held at a Jackson church. Evers was shot and
killed later that night. Shoemaker went to University Hospital to check on Evers’ body
about 1:30 a.m. He was with the police the next morning when they found the rifle which
supposedly killed Evers; in addition, he published the serial number on the rifle which led
police to the man who was charged in the murder of Evers. The murders of three young
Civil Rights workers in Philadelphia in 1963 was also a story reported by Shoemaker.

In 1965, he and partner George Keith bought The Star Herald in Kosciusko. Dub and Nell
moved there that year. Later Mr. Keith sold his share of the paper to Dub. He also owned
newspapers in Pontotoc, Mississippi State, Forest, Morton, Mendenhall, and Madison. He
owned and operated a printing business in Kosciusko which produced newspapers and
newspaper inserts throughout most of the nation. As well, he was a partner in a
typography shop in Jackson and partnered in Bluff Springs Paper in Kosciusko at its
inception.
Shoemaker served as chairman of the Mississippi Economic Council, chairman of the
Mississippi Job Training Council, and chairman of the Kosciusko-Attala Chamber of
Commerce, along with a similar role in the community economic development foundation.
For many years he served on the Board of Directors of the Holmes Community College
Foundation. He was a member of the Board of Directors of the Mississippi State University
Foundation and a former member of the State Board of Education Accreditation
Committee.
For 28 years he served as a member of the Board of Directors of Merchants and Farmers
Bank, a $1.6 billion financial institution which was headquartered in Kosciusko and served
areas in Mississippi, Tennessee, and Alabama.
Dub served as President of the Mississippi Press Association and was elected to its Hall
of Fame. He received citations in journalism from the University of Mississippi, The
University of Southern Mississippi, and the Mississippi University for Women.
Dub was active in the Rotary Club and was a Paul Harris Fellow. He was well-known for
his devotion to the betterment of Kosciusko, Attala County, and the state of Mississippi.
He was also a member of First Presbyterian Church of Kosciusko. Dub was known for
never saying “No” to any request for help from anyone.
Visitation will be 5-7 p.m. Tuesday, October 29 and 11-2 p.m. Wednesday October 30 at
Jordan Funeral Home in Kosciusko. Funeral services will be 2 p.m. on Wednesday in the
Jordan Funeral Home Chapel with burial in the Parkway Cemetery. Rev. Phillip Palmertree
and Rev. Barry Corbett will officiate.
Memorials to French Camp Academy, One Fine Place, French Camp, MS 39745-9989
would be appreciated gifts.
Online condolences can be made at jordanfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

He was known by many people, if not most, as "Dub." But for myself and countless
others he tutored, he was Mr. Shoemaker. If there was ever a person who deserved
that respectful courtesy, it was him.
In 1968, Mr. Shoemaker provided a then 12 year old boy his first opportunity in the
business world. He promised if I would listen and work, the Star-Herald could be my
multimedia classroom. True to his word, he taught me how to be a writer, designer,
photographer and businessman. It was an apprenticeship that lasted for nine years
and culminated with my marriage and college degree.
He allowed me to work with professionals like Joe Neal, Nancy Green, Bob Monk
and Boyd Ramsey in learning all facets of the newspaper and printing industry. He
taught me to respect and appreciate the contributions from EVERY individual. He
was demanding but also one of the most honorable people I've ever known.
Since 1984 the lessons and principles learned from him have been the mantra of my
advertising and marketing company. But he was not only a mentor, Mr. Shoemaker
was also my friend! Thank you!!!

Michael Caldwell - October 30 at 06:13 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Mr. Shoemaker. We knew him for a long time. Please give the
family our deepest sympathy.
The Belmont & Tishomingo Journal
Catherine Massey Mitchell

Catherine Mitchell - October 30 at 09:14 AM

“

Dub was a great friend to me as I knew him through my best friend Lee Hetherington
and his mom Fran Hetherington in Jackson. We had many fine talks together over
many years and Dub went to bat big time for me at a crucial point in my life.
I majored in music education at Ole Miss and happened to get hooked on
photography while at school. After I graduated at U.M. I told Dub I had decided to go
up to the University of Missouri the next year to study Photojournalism with Cliff
Edom and Dub says to me "Why don't you come up to Kosciusko and work with me
at the Star Herald newspaper this summer?"
He said, "Bring your Nikon and a sharp pencil when you come." I said why should I
bring a pencil and Dub says "Because you are going to photograph and WRITE
stories for the paper." But Dub I don't know how to write stories, I said.

I will NEVER in my entire life forget his response... Dub said, "It's easy Red, you
write down what you need to say and you put a period at the end."
Turned out Dub was correct. I spent 3 wonderful months with Dub and I learned so
much from this kind and wise man. When I left Dub and Kosciusko that summer I did
go up to the University of Missouri and got my degree in Photojournalism. Dub's
teachings helped me so very much.
Dub helped me when I was young and hungry for knowledge which led to a 47 year
career in Newspapers and freelance photojournalism.
I loved Dub and Nell Shoemaker and they both made a huge impression on my life
and career.
Dub will always have a special place in my heart.
Rest in Peace my dear friend...
Red Morgan
561-793-6085
www.redmorgan.com
Red Morgan - October 29 at 07:05 PM

“

Dub was a dear family friend and much loved by my father. He was always there to
lend a helping had wherever there was need. Dub was a hometown hero and will be
missed by many. Godspeed Dub. Heaven gained a new angel.

Mary Mack Leonard - October 29 at 09:48 AM

“

Mr Shoe was such a special man He meant a lot to my family especially my paper
girl who he encouraged from her days on the Leonard corner, teaching her to
develop black & white at the Star Herald and thru her days at Holmes. I am so happy
he saw the fruition of this encouragement when she became a combat
photographer/photojournalist in the Air Force. He was the star in Star Herald and a
champion for Kosciusko. Although he had not been out & about he will definitely be
missed but many will carry him in their hearts & memories.

Sue Leonard Nowell - October 28 at 06:55 PM

“

DUB Shoemaker was the most gerous RESPECTFUL man of all mankind that I ever
know.
Dub befriended, supported business-wise and family-wise my husband,Waid Prather,
and myself, Debbie Prather. DUB has been with us our entire newspaper and
married life. He was so precious to us and my tears of sorrow are overflowing.
I hold in my hands the brass candlabras that DUB and NELL gave us for our
wedding. Oh for the glory of it all. He is missed.

Debbie Prather - October 28 at 06:41 PM

“

I express sorrow to the family and friends of Mr. W. C. "Dub" Shoemaker. I pray our
Lord's love, comfort, and strength for each of you.

Dan West - October 28 at 05:53 PM

